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I remember a trip I once took when
the car suddenly became rather powerless. The situation was so bad that I
could barely make it to a garage. When
the mechanic looked at the engine he
discovered that one of the spark plugs
had cracked and I was missing the
power of one cylinder. What a difference one spark plug made.
I believe there is an analogy in that for
the church in accomplishing its mission.
You don't have to read very much or
listen very long until several issues focus
regarding the church and its mission.
There are those who believe in taking
care of the home church first. Others call
for the emphasis to be in missions. Some
say it is evangelism that God wants
while others claim it is helping man in
his social needs.
Just what is the mission of the church?
How do we go about fulfilling that mission? The mission of the church is the
service to which God has called it, fulfilled by the totality of ways that the
church relates to the world.
Sometimes it is easier to grasp a truth
when it is a concrete example instead of
an abstract concept. In Matthew 11:27,
after Jesus invites the weary and burdened to come to him, he goes on to say,

"No one knows the Father except the
Son and those to whom the Son chooses
to reveal him." M a x Warren comments
on that verse, "As clearly as anywhere
else in the New Testament, we have here
the claim that the message is Jesus, that
Jesus is the message, that he is the Great
Commission—the revealer of God." In
Luke 24, Jesus tells the disciples that in
his name repentance and forgiveness of
sin is to be preached to all nations. To
review some aspects of the life of Jesus
and the testimony of Paul concerning
him should help us grasp what Christ
saw as his mission.
Paul says that God was in Christ
reconciling the world to himself. Reconciliation is the exchange of hostile relationships for peaceful ones. Jesus preached about that also. In Matthew 5 he says
if we come to the altar with something
between us and our brother, we should
first go to be reconciled and then offer
our gift.
Then there is the new life of II Corinthians 5:17 and what Jesus was talking
about with Nicodemus when he said,
"You must be born again." He promised
a new life that releases one f r o m the
bondage of sin and gives freedom in
Jesus Christ.
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Unless and until
we are ministering
to the whole person,
there is power
missing from
our ministry.

But Jesus wasn't concerned only about
reconciliation and new life. He wanted
his followers to find joy and fulfillment.
He told of the Holy Spirit who would
come and empower them. He challenged them to prayer and fasting. He
instructed them to tarry until the Spirit
was u p o n them.
Or course we know about his ministry
to the poor, hungry and sick. One
doesn't get the sense that Jesus ever felt
it "less significant" to heal t h a n to save.
In fact, in Matthew 25, Jesus indicates
that compassion for the poor, naked
and hungry is a part of being a disciple.
So, we need to accept the fact that
there really is no need for a debate over
evangelism versus social ministries. If
we choose one over the other, we miss
the point. The evangelization-only approach is to have less than a whole view
of m a n . If one sees salvation as coming
via social harmony, he is not realistic
a b o u t the nature of man. Leighton Ford
says, "to expect evangelism alone to
change society may be naive; to expect
to change society without changing
people through the gospel is futile."
Colossians 1:20 adds a new dimension to the scope of our responsibility. It
says that God is reconciling "all things."
"All things" suggest that God is not only
reconciling man but also the physical
universe. In Ephesians 1:10 Paul says
that God's purpose is "to bring all things
in heaven and on earth under one head,
even Christ." In R o m a n s 8:19-25 he refers to creation waiting to be set free
f r o m bondage and decay. These passages suggest that God has a larger purpose in redemption than we commonly
conceive. Thus, we have to consider not
only our relation to man, but our care of
creation.
In the giving of the Great Commission, Jesus declared just how he wanted
his disciples to carry out their mission.
We are to do it just as he did, he said in
J o h n 20:21. A study of the b o o k of Acts
shows that the early church took him
seriously and did not miss any part of
their mission. Just as Jesus traveled the
dusty roads of J u d e a to spread the

"good news," so the early church spread
it by proclamation. It was Peter on the
day of Pentecost, Stephen before the
Sanhedrin, and Philip to the eunuch.
Perhaps we, as God's people, need to
be asking ourselves how we can more
effectively penetrate our world. I was
challenged to read recently that only
10% of conversions in our country are of
persons who did not have previous religious exposure. We need to be discovering ways to penetrate the barriers between us and our pagan society. There
needs to be agreement among the believers to hold each other accountable
concerning the sharing of our faith.
The early church was also involved in
worship and nurture. They went to the
temple to pray. They gathered together
for fellowship and to break bread, and
met by the river bank to worship. Paul
appointed pastors and teachers for the
care and instruction of the new converts.
Worship is not a program, but is an
interaction between God and believers.
It is important that we help persons
understand worship. We should create
an atmosphere where God can be met in
a very personal way. That may call for
groups where men and women can discuss the dynamics of their roles in
society and their own sense of worth.
As busy as evangelism and worship
kept it, the church in Acts also did social
service. Peter and J o h n healed a lame
man. The church elected special persons
to care for the widows. Dorcas' sewing
was significant enough that the Lord
gave her life back to her. The church
recognized that witnessing is "being" as
well as proclamation.
In a time when the hungry of the
world are hungrier and when help for
the poor is decreasing, what are we
doing? The church needs to awaken to
the opportunity to care for the less fortunate. Perhaps we need an ad hoc
group in every congregation made up of
persons who feel a keen sense of burden
for such a ministry. They could keep the
congregation informed as to pending
legislative actions as well as opportunities for service. They could help us to
avoid complacency.
Along with a fully-orbed sense of mission, the church needs an adequate

theology of mission. First is the theology
of empowerment. Unless the presence of
the Spirit is with us and upon us, we are
ineffective laborers.
There is also the theology of search.
D o we really believe in seeking the lost,
or are we only concerned about being
ready for when they "come to us"? Jesus
said he came to seek and to save. Evidently there had to be a seeking out
before there could be any salvation. The
three parables of the lost in Luke 15 all
involve a seeking. Without that searching there would not have been a finding
(salvation). O u r theology of search
should remind us that people are caught
in their sins. They cannot find their way
to God without someone rescuing them.
Someone needs to seek out the sinner
and point out his need and the way to
God.
A theology of mission also calls for a
theology of need. When Jesus met the
w o m a n at the well he refused to take her
bait and discuss theology. He spoke
directly to her need. Jim Petersen, in
Evangelism As A Lifestyle, calls for
believers to not be fooled by the symptoms of sin but see the true need of the
sinner. He says, "The ability to see
beyond the surface symptoms to the true
need is the key to establishing honest
r e l a t i o n s h i p s with n o n - C h r i s t i a n s . "
Could it be that we are so uncomfortable with the manifestations of evil that
we seek to remove these rather than deal
with root causes, such as rebellion? Our
theology of need should remind us that
every sinner has a need desiring to be
met. It is our mission to discern what it is
and fill it.
Jesus taught, Paul affirmed, and the
early church demonstrated that the task
of the church is to bring persons to
wholeness. It is not enough to be deep in
evangelism, glorious worship or busy in
service. Unless and until we are ministering to the whole person, there is power
missing f r o m our ministry. Using the
totality of ways to relate to each other
and the world makes a powerful lot of
difference. •

John A. Byers is bishop of the Atlantic
Conference and lives in Elizabethtown, PA.

RELIGION IN REVIEW
A year-end feature of Evangelical Press Association
by
Gary Warner, Director
Copyright © December, 1981
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It took the space shuttle Columbia
one abortive attempt and day of delay
this fall to finally get off the ground.
Someone had forgotten to change the
oil.
The rocket of religion should have
been so fortunate.
America's religious capsule seemed
poised for orbit as 1981 approached.
The election of Ronald Reagan, the
emergence of the New Right and its
fundamentalist Religious Right counterpart, the heralded national trend to
conservatism; all seemded to foreshadow
the 1980s as T H E decade for conservative religious forces in America.
The countdown began with President
Reagan's inauguration in January. But
insufficient thrust was generated and the
rocket struggled tenaciously for liftoff
before thudding back to the gantry and
sitting there immobilized for another
eleven months. It was more than dirty
oil. A tuneup was in order.
The political warriors of the Rights—
New and Religious—entered 1981 flushed with victory and wrapped in an aura
of seeming invincibility. They were also
much too overconfident and novices in
the hard ball of politics. The President
did not move the nation's capital to
Lynchburg, V A. It was business as usual
in Washington, D.C. The Rights pronounced, pontificated and pouted; pounded pulpits and preached perdition. But
by year's end only venerable Barry
Goldwater was as feisty as ever.
Not that there weren't important religious events happening in the world.
However, in the United States, compared to the mind-blowing highs and the
political rush of 1980, the past 12
months had the fervor of a World
Council of Churches seminar on evangelism or the drama of an election in Cuba.

POLITICS
The bloom had barely worn off 1980
before the reality of 1981 set in. Whereas
the Reagan victory had been termed "an
act of God" by the Religious Right, it
soon appeared that God has a dry sense
of humor.
The New Right is still asking the real
Ronald Reagan to stand up. Howard
Philips, head of The Conservative Caucus, attacked Reagan appointments but
still claimed Reagan "will be the best
President in my 39 years on this earth."
Paul Weyrich, director of the Commit-
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tee for the Survival of a Free Congress,
said the Washington strategy was to
keep "Moral Majority types" so close to
the President "that they can't move their
hands." Liberals wished gags had been
issued with the handcuffs. Direct mail
whiz kid Richard Viguerie said, "I knew
conservatives would get the short end of
the stick. I just didn't know the stick
would be so short."
Even many of the Congressmen boosted by the New Right failed to display the
proper lackey qualities. As the year
ends, most of the legislation supported
by the New Right and the Religious
Right is either penned up, pooped out or
headed for extinction in the courts.
Rev. Jerry Falwell urged the President to slash away at the budget and said
the churches would aid the poor. He
unveiled "a conservative version of the
ACLU," jousted with Norman Lear,
declined to debate the editor of the United Methodist Reporter, said the movement would attack pornography and
clean up television next year, said he
"erred" in saying he would support the
Equal Rights Amendment, and spent a
lot of time putting out Moral Majority
fires, such as dousing the self-proclaimed
California M M leader who matter-offactly called for capital punishment for
homosexuals.
Throughout the year numerous studies purported that the political effect of
the Religious Right had been exaggerated. A Stanford study showed "that the
country's political swing to the right was
greater among non-evangelicals than
born-again Christians," and the American Studies Program survey that "pocketbook concerns a n d / o r a sense that
America is losing its key role in the
world emerged as being of far more concern than moral issues, such as family,
pornography and homosexuality."
Former President Jimmy Carter said,
"I think that there is too much wisdom
present in the collective body of Christians for that sort of distortion (the Religious Right's "measuring rod" for politicians in 1980) to prevail more than a
short period of time."

H U M A N RIFLNIFR
The world awakens to the sound of
men in chains. Terror, violence, torture
and death know no boundaries. Perhaps the Church's primary achievement
in 1981 was that more Christians became

actively concerned about human rights.
President Reagan evidenced his stance
by running Ernest Lefever up the appointment flag poll as human right's chief. A
few evangelicals bravely gulped and
loyally saluted, but many other church
figures led the way in having Lefever
down and folded by sunset when he
tried to differentiate on policy toward
"authoritarian" as opposed to "totalitarian" regimes. It's all pretty much the
same at the other end of a cattle prod.
A.D. magazine accumulated data
from human rights monitoring agencies
and established a list of the world's most
oppressive nations f r o m a religious
standpoint: Albania, North Korea,
Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, China, the
USSR, Czechoslovakia, Taiwan, Israel
and South Africa. The "most free" areas
of the world included Scandinavia,
Switzerland, United Kingdom (excluding Northern Ireland), the United States
and Canada, France and the Benelux
nations, Federal Republic of Germany,
Japan, Austria, Italy and Mexico. Albania was rated as the world's most
repressive regime from a religious point
of view, El Salvador as the government
whose response to religious challenge is
the most violent, and the Scandinavian
countries as enjoying the most religious
freedom.
Against this backdrop, the news headlines rolled in weekly: "Quaker groups
report potential democratic leaders in
Guatemala and El Salvador are being
kidnapped, tortured and murdered";
"churches of all confessions under fire
by Yugoslavian communists"; "Bulgarians close Pentecostal churches"; "KGB
chairman assails missions organizations"; "Czechoslovakia employs special
unit against underground church"; "new
wave of Albanian arrests"; "two priestsjournalists detained in Bolivia"; "Siberian Seven marks three years in U.S.
Embassy in Moscow"; and on and on.
El Salvador became an early focal
point for the current administration.
Lutheran officials reported violence in
El Salvador "up" since the election of
President Reagan. Secretary of State
Alexander Haig, always in charge, stated that the four nuns murdered by the
Salvadoran National Guard had been
involved in "radical political activity."
By March over 270 church leaders had
petitioned and then marched to the
White House to express their concern
over the nation's human rights policy.
The President and Vice President
5

George Bush began to use every opportunity to assure Christians that the
administration upheld religious freedom
"as a subject of international negotiations" and condemned "Communism's
tyranny and brutal repression of h u m a n
rights." The President promised to use
the "bully pulpit" of the Presidency to
"point a finger of shame" at persecution
wherever it occurs.

DENOMINATIONS—
S o u t h e r n Baptist President Bailey
Smith had a better 1981. He was reelected head of the denomination despite the largest no vote in 20 years.
However, after 1980, in which he alienated every Jew with comments ranging
f r o m the slim-to-none possibilities of
their prayer life to the size of their noses,
such pressure was a piece of cake.
As always, the Lutheran Church did
more dialoguing a b o u t mergers than
any other denomination. In Ainsworth,
Nebr., the roof of the Zion Lutheran
Church fell in on 200 folks eating a turkey dinner. N o one was injured. The
merger roof fell in on the fellowship,
established in 1969, between the American Lutheran Church and the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod. No one was
i n j u r e d . T h e Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod commended the L C M S
on this decision, but said the L C M S was
still short of doctrinal requirements needed to restore relations with the Wisconsin Synod.
The world Lutheran total was 70 million with 9 million being in North America and 2.1 million packed into Indonesia. By year end a six year timetable for
the uniting of the Lutheran Church in
America, the Association of Evangelical
Lutheran Churches and the American

Lutheran Church was seen as a "possibility." Never say die, fellows.
The big Presbyterian question was,
" D o you believe Jesus is God?" The
answer was, "No, God is God." Despite
the semantical difference, the "supreme
c o u r t " of the U n i t e d P r e s b y t e r i a n
Church upheld the credentials of Rev.
Mansfield Kaseman who was accused of
not satisfactorily affirming belief in the
divinity of Christ.
Howard University professor James
Tinney became an embarrassing problem for Pentecostals. A recognized scholar in Pentecostal history and theology,
black religion, black press, and religious
communications, he is also the leader of
the Pentecostal Coalition for H u m a n
Rights, which supports gay rights as
well as feminist, black and Hispanic
movements.
Radical changes were urged for the
Church of England, mother church of
65 million Anglicans worldwide, when a
panel found it to be "middle-aged, maledominated and shackled by tradition
and archaic practices." Charismatics
had both good and bad press. One of its
most rapidly growing sectors is among
Hispanic R o m a n Catholics in the United States. The chairman of the German
Evangelical Alliance however, warned
of the "dogmatization of experiences of
the Holy Spirit" in the charismatic wave
sweeping over Europe. The Church of
the Nazarene played musical chairs in its
heirarchy and when the music stopped
some veteran staffers were hitting the
pavement.

EVMGELISM
The highlight of the year was the
American Festival of Evangelism in
Kansas City, Mo., in July with over

Over 250 individuals gathered at the Port of Toledo Nov. 24 for a dockside prayer service to dedicate 2,100 tons of corn headed for the Horn of Africa. The corn is part of a
10,350 metric ton shipment valued at close to $1.4 million that MCC is sending to help feed
hungry people in Somalia and Ethiopia. This is the first time MCC has chartered an entire
boat, the Halcoussis, for a material aid shipment. (MCC photo by Bruce Janzen)

8,000 church leaders praying, singing,
seminaring and equipping. Over 150
denominations were represented. Boston minister VaCountess J o h n s o n came
because she was tired of Christians
"talking and squawking about Jesus but
missing the point of a committed Christian lifestyle." She said "if 40 million
evangelical Christians in America were
truly born-again, they would turn this
nation around." The turn is still awaited.
Billy Graham visited Poland, crusaded in Mexico, C a n a d a and elsewhere,
and stood firm against the arms race.
Luis Palau told Scotland it was "the
Bible or the jungle."
Jesus '81 rallies were held around the
country. Campus Crusade for Christ
turned 30 with 14,500 fulltime and associate staffers in 150 countries. The number of spiritual laws still stands at four.
Thousands of blacks in South Africa
responded to crusade calls. India hosted
its largest-ever Christian convention
with 120,000 attending individual sessions. S o u t h e r n Baptists turned out
large numbers in the Philippines.

MISSIONS
Disease and starvation claimed thousands of victims worldwide. Add to this
the people scattered by national and
civil wars, the boat people f r o m Vietnam and Haiti, and those uprooted and
displaced by nature's temper tantrums,
and it's obvious that para-church and
church relief agencies had their usual
frantic 12 months.
The roll call of suffering countries
spanned the continents: El Salvador,
Kenya, the Philippines, Bangladesh,
Uganda, Somalia, Ethiopia, Afghanistan, Pakistan. . . .
The new spector stalked the mission
front: the terrorist. Chester Bitterman,
Wycliffe Bible Translator working in Bogota, was kidnapped in January and
killed in March. The terrorists called
Wycliffe "a front for the Central Intelligence Agency."
Elsewhere, besides the four nuns murdered in El Salvador, Conservative Mennonite Fellowship missionary J o h n
Troyer was killed in September by members of a guerilla organization in Guatemala.
What to do about China? was the
question being asked by the sincere and
the exploiters. Chinese church officials
refused offers of Bibles and shunned
"disrespectful evangelism." Rev. Frank6 Evangelical
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lin Woo, head of the National Council
of C h u r c h e s C h i n a P r o g r a m , said,
" 'Help poor China' has always been a
good moneymaker . . . it's a lucrative
business when you talk about Bibles for
one billion souls in China."
The Chinese Communist Party was
reportedly turning to religion to help
"build popularity" for its modernization
policies. As a response the Second Chinese Congress on World Evangelization, meeting in Singapore, determined
that "we should go above Chinese selfcenteredness and move on to the new
level of spiritual internationalsim—the
c o m m o n task of world evangelism—
and a strong consciousness of our world
responsibility." Refraining f r o m any pronouncements, Brother Andrew managed to slip one million Bibles in during a
night "raid."
A growth of house churches was seen
as the best means of sustaining Christian
community in India. A pastor, out of a
re-education camp in Vietnam, termed
the country's economy "hopeless" and
said Christians "are discriminated against and live under threat and hindrance." The church in Cuba was reported to be growing but troubled by a
shortage of trained leaders and the
thorny question of church-state relations. The Salvation Army, a founding
m e m b e r 33 years ago, withdrew its
membership f r o m the World Council of
Churches, mainly because of Third
World policies.

The "boat people" continued in the news in 1981.
Here Vietnamese arrive at
the Songkhla refugee camp
in Thailand. (MCC photo
by Victor Neumann)

Nationally, Young Life held a midsummer Pastor's Consultation to shore
up its weak relationship with the local
church. World hunger and relief and the
local church's role in sending missionaries were chief topics at Inter-Varsity's
U r b a n a '81 Missions Convention. InterVarsity also held the Washington '80
Conference (which extended into J a n u ary) in the nation's capital, directing
attention to the needs of the nation's
urban areas.
In a t u r n a r o u n d , Pioneer Girls went
where the boys are and became Pioneer
Ministries. Attendance at meetings increased. Sonrise '81 (May, Oklahoma)
was the largest gathering of native American Christian leaders ever held, according to spokesmen.

sector: the "scientific creationism" movement, school prayer legislation, and tuition tax credits for parents with children
in religious schools.
The "scientific creationism" boosters
sought to require schools that teach
Darwin's theory of evolution to give
equal time to the Biblical story of creation. A California court case and the
Creationism Act in Arkansas established the battle lines with fundamentalists
voting yea and liberal Christians and
Jews voting nay.
Fundamentalists and their political
allies continued the push for school
prayer legislation against equally as rigid
determination f r o m a coalition of opposing forces that see the legislation as a
severe abridgement of the separation of
church and state.
As for the tuition tax credit package
being offered by Senators Bob Packwood (R-Ore.) and Daniel Moynihan
(D-N.Y.), religious school proponents
called it essential, public school officials
claimed it would be the end of the public
school issue, President Reagan came
out for it, and parents tended to side
with their pocketbooks.
In other areas, religious schools won
more than they lost in bouts with the
government, the I R S and the courts.
Bob Jones University, labeled as practicing racial discrimination, nevertheless
retained its tax-exempt status in a major
ruling. The Supreme Court determined
that a church school need not pay federal unemployment compensation taxes,
and the rights of an individual's religious
beliefs that clash with his employment
status was also upheld.

V
JIlDUGATION

CcMMUmOATIONS.

Religious leaders played choose-up in
1981 over three potentially explosive
school related issues in the church-state

Religious communication has come
up with its own mild-mannered Clark
Kent: bespectacled Methodist preacher

January
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Donald Wildmon who heads the National Federation of Decency. In 1981
Wildmon was spokesman for the larger
Coalition for Better Television which
threatened, then canceled, a summer
boycott of products when several major
advertisers promised to give serious
thought to dropping sponsorship of
shows emphasizing sex and violence.
Fundamentalism's Superman I is keeping the boycott club ready in the phone
booth. The networks have cried censorship, which Wildmon said, "represents
less intelligence than that of a Mississippi coon dog who would have more
sense than to bark up that tree."
A financially pressed Florida Christian television network went barking for
capital and chased up a "bunny" of a
different sort: a Playboy Enterprises
programming service which bought satellite time to show adult films. National
Christian Network said it has "no choice
. . . it's only an interim thing . . . it was
either this or lose the entire ministry and
be obligated for hundreds of thousands
of dollars."
In more comforting news, the Christian Broadcasting Network marked 20
years on the air by debuting its own
"soap" titled "Another Life," which offered "fresh viewpoints" on such "tough
problems" as promiscuity, adultery, childabuse, drug abuse, aberrations of personality, jealousy, pride, fierce ambition
and lust."
Internationally, the editor of a Lesotho, South Africa, Christian weekly was
murdered in a political killing. Radio
station H C J B in Ecuador celebrated 50
years on the air. Mobile cinema was the
latest evangelistic tool, attracting thousands to the movies in Ghana. And
evangelical radio programs were broadcast in Spain after the new religious liberty law went into effect.
to page 14
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Reaching the city
by Arlene B. Miller
A city built upon a hill is
Quebec. The high cliffs supporting its foundations rise majestically from the north shore of the
St. Lawrence River. Within the
walls of the old city, narrow
cobblestone streets cling to hillsides as they wind their way
between buildings from another century. At the northern
edges of the city new industries and homes take root
in the once open country.
Two bridges, Pont Pierre
LaPorte and Pont De Quebec, each resting on rocky
cliffs, span the river, opening the way for life of the
city to spread to the south
shore. Suburban villages and
towns—St-Romuald, St-Jean
Chrysostome, St-David, Levis
and Lauzon—are growing along the artery of the river.
Tied economically to
the city on the north
shore, they are at the
same time developing their
own industries.
Thousands of summer tourists are attracted to Quebec
City by the beauty of its
natural setting, the historical walled town and
the French culture. Ste-Annede-Beaupre, thirty miles up the
river, is a famous shrine to which
thousands are drawn for worship
and in the hope of finding healing.
The famous winter festival in
Quebec City is a celebration
of the triumph of these
vital people over the long
cold winters and brings
sports enthusiasts from
far and wide.
A c c o r d i n g to the
World Almanac
the
1980 population of the
metropolitan area was
542,158, with 177,082
in the city of Quebec
itself. Many young families have come recently
from surrounding provincial towns to find
employment and live in

apartment buildings located throughout
the city and suburbs.
The French-speaking residents of this
picturesque area trace their heritage
with pride to early French settlers. The
French founded Quebec (New France)
in 1608. Two generations of struggle
between the leaders of New France and
the British culminated in 1759 with the
capitulation of New France. (The battlefield on the Plains of Abraham in
Quebec City where the decisive battle
was fought in September 1759 is kept as
a historic memorial.)
Any description of Quebec and its
people must give attention to the Roman
Catholic Church. The large cathedrals
which dominate every village and town
are symbolic of the dominant influence
of the church in every aspect of life and
thought. Until recent years the church
played a major role in political and educational structures.
That influence has significantly decreased, however, since 1940. Abbe Norbert Lacoste, a Roman Catholic author,
describes the years 1940-1970 as a period
of uncertainty for the church. 1 Two
social movements, one from outside the
church and one from within, brought
about the changes which displaced the
centrality of the church.
The secular movement, the "quiet
revolution," was proclaimed in 1960 as
the drive to transform Quebec into a
fully-modern state within a single generation. Those early leaders who led the
modernization of the economy also incorporated the growing nationalistic movement. Thus the concern for preservation
of French language and cultural identity
also fueled the "quiet revolution."
From within the church, Vatican II
and the resulting changes in the church's
teaching and practices led to the waning
of its influence. According to Abbe
Lacoste, the reassessment of the church's
mission in Quebec, carried out in the
light of Vatican II, contributed to a
literal explosion from within. There was
a decrease in religious practices, particularly in the urban districts, and in the
number of priests and other religious
personnel. 2
Thus, while most Quebecois identify
themselves as Roman Catholics, the
influence of the church in daily life is
Evangelical
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upon a hill
often minimal. M a n y young families do
not attend church except to mark the life
events of birth, marriage and death.
Long-accepted teachings of the church
are now openly questioned.
F o r most young u r b a n Quebecois,
the church is no longer the organizing
center of life. F o r some, particularly
a m o n g the intellectuals, the preservation of their French culture and heritage
has become the driving force of life. But
for others, the concerns of employment,
marriage and family life, and other
social relationships have been pulled
f r o m their spiritual foundations. The
daily cycle of life is full of activity with
b o t h laughter and pain, but the heart is
gone. Brethren in Christ missionary
David Miller describes it as a weariness
with a life that does not ring true.
It is into this spiritual climate that the
Brethren in Christ are entering to begin
planting a church. Evangelicals in Quebec City refer to the 1980s as a time of
harvest. Missionary efforts by the Pentecostal Church have been ongoing for
the past ten years. In the past three to
f o u r years they have witnessed a sudden
growth of interest and membership. An
independent Baptist church has developed within six years to a membership
of 250 persons. The Presbyterian Church
ministers primarily to university students, a significant n u m b e r of whom
express an openness to study the Bible.
Evangelical pastors and missionaries
have encouraged the Brethren in Christ
to join the harvest in Quebec. According
to one pastor, less than 1% of the population is identified as evangelical.
The Brethren in Christ have been
expressing concern for these neighbors
in North America over the past number
of years. In its report to the Canadian
Conference in 1979 the Canadian Conference Board of Missions stated, "What
about Quebec? Can we deplore separatism talk and threats, and ignore the
open door of evangelism? Surely God
must want to get the attention of some
of our many French-speaking students
with the message that here is His creat i o n a n d here are o u r n e i g h b o r s . "
Brethren in Christ students attending
Universite Laval in Quebec City have
shared their vision for a ministry in
Quebec. The mandate of General ConJanuary

10, 1982 9

ference in 1980 to the Board for Missions included a new ministry in Quebec.
Now we are in Quebec in the persons
of the David Miller family. David and
Patricia, with their daughter, Jessica,
moved to Quebec in August 1981 to
begin language study at the Universite
Laval. Both David and Patricia lived
their early childhood years in southcentral Pennsylvania. Coming from liturgical church backgrounds, she f r o m
R o m a n Catholic and he f r o m Lutheran,
they both found a living relationship
with Jesus Christ during their mid-teen
years. David graduated f r o m Messiah
College and subsequently f r o m Ashland
Theological Seminary (1981). Patricia
completed two years at Christ for the
Nations Institute in Dallas, TX. It was
during the three years in Ashland, Ohio,
that the Millers became active members
of the A s h l a n d Brethren in Christ
congregation.
Grappling with a new language is the
present concern of the Millers. The daily
drive f r o m their small apartment in StRomuald takes them across the river to
the university. There they wrestle with
verbs and nouns, phrasing and phonics.
Returning home late each afternoon,
they pick up Jessica f r o m the home of
her babysitter.
Providentially, it now appears, the
Millers' decision to live in St-Romuald
has provided immersion in the culture
apart f r o m the university. It is here with
their neighbors that French becomes a
matter of real life communication. It is
also here that their first glimpses into the
hearts of the Quebecois are" occurring.

Initial moves to establish friendships by
the Millers have been reciprocated by
invitations f r o m many of their neighbors.
There is no evangelical witness in StRomuald. Only one protestant church
exists in the metropolitan area on the
south shore of the St. Lawrence—a
newly begun Christian and Missionary
Alliance church in Levis.
Already doors are opening. A group
of Dave's classmates, some of whom
consider themselves agnostics, are studying the book of M a r k with him. One of
Patricia's teachers, a long-time resident
of Quebec, has confided in the Millers,
sharing her search for spiritual truth.
They will visit her during the Christmas
season. One couple, who care for Jessica
during the day, have discussed with the
Millers their efforts to strengthen their
marriage. David and Patricia are praying that they will come to know the
Lord.
The Lord has called the Brethren in
Christ to the harvest in Quebec. The call
will demand our best and most creative
efforts in response. The call is for intercessors who will pray for the Millers, for
their neighbors and for the development
of community contacts. The call is for
persons who contribute f r o m their funds
to enable the ministry to root and grow.
•
1
Quebec Society and Politics: Views from
the Inside, ed. Dale C. Thomson (Toronto:
McCulland and Stewart Ltd., 1973), p. 167.
2
Ibid., p. 168.

Arlene Miller is secretary of Home Ministries for Brethren in Christ Missions.

The David Miller family, now living in Quebec.

A new start
in Zambia
by Kathy and Rich Stuebing

Rich and Kathy Stuebing, with Elizabeth and
David, are traveling to Ndola, Zambia, this month.
In addition to teaching at TCCA, the Stuebings
will help the Zambian church in church planting
as time is available.
" . . . O tread the city streets again" we
sing in recognition of the fact that cities
have always been a needy harvest field.
This is especially so today in the sprawling cities of developing countries like
Zambia. Rural people flock to the cities
seeking a better life but often find only
unemployment, alienation, and poverty
of body and spirit. Young people attain
educational levels far beyond their parents and find it impossible to return to
their home areas to work. They settle in
the cities but find dislocation with their
past; the struggle to find new direction
also leaves them with a deep spiritual
hunger. They desperately need the salvation Christ offers, but they need to
have it presented in ways that speak to
their needs. A new level of biblical training is essential to equip pastors, student
workers and other Christians to minister to these urban people.
For years the Brethren in Christ
Church has shared with other evangelical missions the concern to equip people
to minister in the cities. This level of
training was not available in Zambia or
the surrounding countries, so we had to
send people far afield, often to the United States, for the training they needed.
This removed them from any kind of
ministry in Zambia for years at a time
and resulted in considerable expense—a
necessary, but less than satisfactory,
solution. Our representatives to the
Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia (local
equivalent of the National Association
of Evangelicals) often discussed with
other groups the need for theological
training at the college level in Zambia
and the benefits of cooperating together
to provide it. But the expense of starting
such a college foreclosed anything beyond discussions. It seemed like an
impossible dream until the Lord suddenly opened a new door.
One of the missions in the Evangelical
10

Fellowship of Zambia, the Africa Evangelical Fellowship, had a Bible college in
Ndola, one of the Copperbelt cities 200
miles north of Lusaka. The Lord led
them to offer the buildings to the Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia if the Fellowship would develop the site into a
theological college offering a bachelor's
degree level of training (even this Bible
college offered only training at the high
school level).
This offer opened wide the possibility
of providing locally the training so desperately needed. The Evangelical Fellowship enthusiastically accepted the
challenge. In addition to meeting the
needs of all the members of the Fellowship, this would be a visible sign of
cooperation among evangelicals in a
country where denominationalism is
often viewed as an unnecessary import
from the West.
Thus TCCA, the Theological College
of Central Africa, was born. A major
concern was to keep the fees low so
students could afford to come. Therefore, the Board of TCCA decided to
have faculty members be seconded to
the college and supported by their particular mission boards. The Australian
Baptists were already supporting a man
working on setting up a theological college in Zambia. They offered him to
TCCA and he was named principal. The
college was scheduled to begin in January 1982 in faith that the Lord would
provide the additional faculty needed.
Pete Stern, Brethren in Christ country representative in Zambia, was actively involved in the Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia and in the planning for
TCCA, being well aware of the need to
train Brethren in Christ pastors at this
level for city churches. Macha Hospital
doctor John Spurrier was also aware of
this need and of Pete's involvement in
getting TCCA started.

Meanwhile, the Lord had convinced
us that we should leave Lusaka. Our
local church, Lusaka Baptist, was healthy
spiritually under Zambian leadership
and the fellowship we had prayed for
and worked to help was now a joyful
reality. We realized we were no longer
needed, a very happy reason for leaving!
At this point we knew nothing about
T C C A but were praying for the Lord to
guide us.
He answered that prayer initially
through John Spurrier, who told us
about TCCA and Pete Stern's interest in
seeing the Brethren in Christ be a part of
it. We were most interested in seeing the
college succeed and in helping with it if
the Lord opened the way. Pete began
working with us on the possibility of the
Brethren in Christ Church seconding us
to TCCA as their representative on the
faculty. Rich had acquired a Master of
Divinity degree before we went to Zambia 12 years ago, so his credentials were
adequate for the position. We realized
that the experience of those 12 years in
which we did much of what Rich would
now be teaching to others would add a
valuable practical touch to his teaching.
We felt the crucial test of God's leading would be providing financial backing for this new venture. In marvelous
ways the Lord has opened the way and
has provided the necessary support in a
time of financial pressure. Brethren in
Christ Missions and the Brethren in
Christ Church in Zambia have both
made major commitments in faith to
make this possible.
We are joyfully returning to Zambia
to start an exciting new ministry at the
Theological College of Central Africa.
Please pray for us and for the college,
that many will go forth spiritually equipped to work effectively throughout
Zambia. •
Evangelical
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Church News
Allegheny Conference
The Carlisle congregation will be holding a series of nine teacher training lessons, beginning in
January. Rev. Kenneth Hoke, one of the associate
pastors will be leading the classes. • The Five
Forks congregation reports three persons were
baptized on Sunday evening, Nov. 22.
Nine persons were received into membership by
the Grantham congregation. • The Waynesboro
congregation recently added an American Bible
Society Scripture center to their foyer area. Bibles,
children's books, and other Scripture selections
can be purchased at the center.

Pacific Conference
The Alta Loma congregation gave a food
shower to three missionary families who are
attending Fuller Seminary. The families were
invited to the annual family Christmas dinner. •
The Labish Quiz Team received the "best sportsmanship" trophy at a recent tournament held in
Vancouver. The team placed 4th out of 19 teams.

Pace: Joel David, Aug. 1; Rick and Denise
Pace, West Shore congregation, Pa.
Rohrer: Amber Jo, Dec. 3; Fred and Shirley
Rohrer, Zion congregation, Ks.
Starr: Jonathan David, Nov. 17; Charles and
Martha Starr, Lancaster congregation. Pa.
Taylor: Melissa Anne, Nov. 26; Steve and Julie
Taylor, Upland congregation, Ca.

For The Record . . .

Thiessen: Anna Ruth; chosen by Jake and
Mary Thiessen, Grantham congregation, Pa.

Births

Traver: ReGinalo Kenneth, Nov. 27; Ken and
Karen Traver, Boyle congregation, Ont.

Anderson: Jennifer Marie, Oct. 22; Doyle and
Stephanie Anderson, West Shore congregation,
Pa.

Wall: Anita Lynn, Nov. 17; Irvin and Linda
Wall, Massey Place congregation.

Atlantic Conference

Appel: Steven L. Jr., Nov. 14; Steven and
Mary Ann Appel, Pequea congregation, Pa.

Weddings

The Clearwater congregation is holding a home
Bible study in a local mobile home park. • The
combined adult Sunday school classes of the Lancaster congregation were taught by Dr. Richard
McSorley on Sunday, Dec. 13. Dr. McSorley is
professor of Peace Studies at Georgetown University.
A Missions Conference was held on Sunday,
Nov. 22, by the Refton congregation. Sharing in
the services were: Moses Munsaka, Rev. Glenn
Schwartz, and Chuck Musser. • The Messiah College Singers presented a program to the Skyline
View congregation on Sunday morning, Dec. 6.

Buchen: Deidra Jena, Nov. 13; Gary and Kim
Buchen, Manheim congregation, Pa.

House-Lofthouse: Bonnie, daughter of Rev.
and Mrs. Ron Lofthouse, and Jeff, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Roscoe House, Aug. 22, in the Rosebank
Brethren in Christ Church with father of the bride
and Rev. Philip Keefer officiating.

Eldred: Philip Neil, Nov. 19; Rev. Gary and
Sherry Eldred, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.

Canadian Conference

Ewen: Jonathan David, Nov. 23; Bob and Jane
Ewen, Sippo congregation, Oh.

The Boyle congregation announces evangelistic
services will be held on March 5-8. The speaker
will be Rev. James Sider. • Sunday, Nov. 29, the
Wainfleet congregation observed its 100th birthday. Rev. John Sider brought the morning message. After the noon meal, there were reminiscences and an organ dedication and concert.
The Westheights congregation reports a baptismal service and also receiving five persons into
fellowship.

Central Conference
A Missionary March was held on Sunday, Dec.
6, by the Bethel Community congregation. Funds
from the march were given to the Cass County Jail
Ministry for their Christmas. • John and Sue
Geyer were installed as the pastoral couple of the
Knifley Chapel on Sunday, Dec. 20.
The Lakeview congregation held a baptismal
service on Sunday afternoon, Dec. 6. The film "In
Remembrance" was shown. • Jesse and -Fern
Heise shared about Prison Fellowship with the
Pleasant Hill congregation in a Sunday evening
service.
The youth from the Western Hills congregation
hosted the Highland youth on Saturday afternoon, Nov. 21. The two groups spent a time of
recreational, social and devotional sharing.

Midwest Conference
Special guest of the Bethany congregation on
Sunday evening, Dec. 6, was Glenn Mast. Mr.
Mast, an aviation missionary with Wycliffe Bible
Translators, showed the film, "Mountain of
Light." • New recording equipment was donated
to the Rosebank congregation by Orville Anderson.
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Butt: Ryan Lee, Nov. 25; Bob and Beverly
Butt, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Coverdale: David Joel, Nov. 28; Lloyd and JoAnne Coverdale, Boyle congregation, Ont.
Draper: Joshua Warren, Nov. 17; Warren and
Heather Draper, Westheights congregation, Ont.

Guyer: Alan Rene and Amie Renee, Nov. 24;
Arthur and Debbie Guyer, New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Hyatt: Amber Joni, Nov. 10; David and
Jeanette Hyatt, Manheim congregation, Pa.
Letner: Kurtis Aaron, Nov. 19; Rev. Kenneth
and Linda Letner, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Long: Megan Elizabeth, Nov. 21; Dennis and
Rhonda Long, Cedar Heights congregation, Pa.
Maley: Jessica Ann, Nov. 7; Ron and Carole
Maley, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Martin: Philip David, Nov. 17; Ken and
Yvonne Martin, Grantham congregation, Pa.
Morgan: Timothy, Nov. 12; Paul and Kathy
Morgan, Grantham congregation, Pa.
Mumma: Timothy Adin, Nov. 21; David and
Jade Mumma, Lancaster congregation, Pa.

Sunday School
from p. 13
the variety. When a lesson suggests that
we sing a hymn together I simply request
that our entire church sing it during our
worship hour. I explain how the hymn
ties in with our lesson and that we need
everyone's help to learn it. Or when a
lesson suggests that we make a large
graffiti-type poster using several people's ideas, I again invite the whole
group to contribute.
Sharing these activities together gives
us plenty of opportunities to get to know

Weller-Rogers: Barbara, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. George Rogers, Wainfleet, Ont., and David,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Weller, Ridgeville,
Ont., Nov. 7, in the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. W. Edward Rickman officiating.

Obituaries
Engle: Mrs. Ellen M. Engle, born Feb. 8,1900,
died Nov. 18,1981. She was the daughter of David
and Mary Myers Rohrer. She was married to
Daniel Engle who preceded her in death. She is
survived by four children: Virginia, Virgil, Mrs.
Annabel Keefer, and Mrs. Janet Rissinger; eight
grandchildren; and eleven great-grandchildren.
She was a member of the Highland Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. Edgar B. Wright.
Putman: Clarence S. Putman, born July 16,
1896, died Nov. 2,1981. He is survived by his wife,
Theo; two sons: Alvin and Vern; a daughter, Mrs.
Muriel McQuiggin; two stepdaughters: Mrs. Myrtle Emerson and Mrs. Donna Hoover; twelve
grandchildren; and eleven great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his first wife, Lillie
Sett Putman. He was a member of the Wainfleet
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. W. Edward Rickman.
Interment was in the Maple Lawn Cemetery.

each other better. In our small house
church, Sunday school isn't just "kid
stuff." We don't see our smallness as a
handicap. Instead we have used our size
to deepen our level of involvement with
each other. We have become interdependent and feel very much like a large
extended family exploring the meaning
of God's Word together. •

Debbie Sisco and her family are members
of the Wilkes Barre (PA) house church
fellowship.
11

W h a t d o y o u d o w h e n y o u have o n l y a few c h i l d r e n of several
d i f f e r e n t ages a n d g r a d e levels in S u n d a y s c h o o l , but the S u n d a y
s c h o o l c u r r i c u l u m is g r a d e d in t w o - y e a r intervals? Read how t w o
t e a c h e r s in t w o small B r e t h r e n in Christ S u n d a y schools have
a d a p t e d t h e F o u n d a t i o n Series for C h i l d r e n c u r r i c u l u m to meet
their needs.

It has never been my policy to rely
completely on the materials provided by
any Sunday school series. I had been
using Scripture Press for years and was
tired of the repetition, so I was glad to
try the Foundation Series.
Since my classes have always enjoyed
doing, hearing or seeing something unusual, I let my mind wander and use any
method to make the lesson come alive.
I was recently appalled when I discovered I had been over the two-year lesson
cycle and all my students had not yet
moved to another grade! My class includes grades 1-5. So here was the creation story again. The question now was:
what shall I d o this time? On a shopping
trip, I discovered a book called Singing
Penguins and Puffed Up Toads. It's
a b o u t 52 underwater adventures. How
wonderful it was to discover much more
a b o u t God's creation than could be written in any Sunday school material. We
studied one u n d e r w a t e r a n i m a l per
week.
A b o u t this same time our class was
moved to a smaller room. I experienced

Joyce Dunlap, teacher of the 3rd and
4th grades in the Zion (KS) Sunday
school, writes: "Here is a picture of my
class after the first four sessions of last
quarter. We had this table sandbox available so we used it as our 'tub world.' The
two children in my class seemed to enjoy
this the most. Thank you for the idea!"

12
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"I let my mind wander and
use any
method...."
by Rhoda Heisey
much frustration (even wanted to quit
teaching) and became angry with students who couldn't sit still, knocked
over the blackboard, etc. My attitude
changed drastically when these same
students stopped coming. Peace reigned
in the classroom but not in my heart.
This led to another different Sunday
school experience. One Sunday after the
usuals arrived, they were asked if they
would like to visit the absentees. Some
did and some didn't until I asked what
they thought Jesus would d o . A very
sober class prayed together before setting out on a new adventure to visit the
absentees. We surprised them, hugged
them, and they treated us to Halloween
candy. We had now practiced what we
had been studying in I Corinthians 13.
Our girls are back in our class and we're
happy again. We may also be moving
into a larger r o o m where we can feel free
to "do things."
Most of the activities I plan allow all
ages to participate as they are able.
When we studied about Noah's ark we
went outside to step off the yardage,
thus letting the children see the size of
the ark. All ages were able to participate
in the making of bricks for the tower of
Babel. After consulting with a missionary who had been in Africa, we mixed
our clay, sand and water, made bricks,
and I fired them in a kiln at work. They
didn't even explode as I thought they
might. When we studied the quarter
about A b r a h a m and offerings, we connected their methods of worship with
ours by using a mini-altar of our own on
top of which we placed a pan of oil and a
wick. This we lit each time we made our
requests to God. A fire extinguisher was
close by and we prayed with open eyes. I

also did not find age difference a problem the Sunday we studied about Moses
and the burning bush. As the Sunday
school material suggested, I piled wood
in the center of the room, hiding a tape
recorder with a taped message. Adults
going past the r o o m couldn't help wonder what was happening, and curious
children f o u n d the recorder before they
were supposed to. Again, when we
planted seeds in four types of soil, all the
students were able to help. They loved
watching the seeds sprout and grow or
die. The surviving ones were sent home
to be cared for.
The oldest child in the class also
receives special recognition by being the
teacher's assistant. When we do posters
or collages, the older ones do the intricate parts and the younger ones color or
paste. When the Sunday school material
suggested a prayer chain, we put our
requests in one color and the answers in
another. The older ones did the writing,
the younger ones the pasting and assembling. Incidentally, the answer to
one of those prayers caused us to lose a
student. The parents started going to
church (not ours) and took her with
them. Our blessings went with her.
It has always been important to me to
involve the children in the workings of
their Sunday school class. I feel that this
helps them to understand the Bible stories better. It also provides the right
atmosphere for applying Bible truths to
their daily lives. Age differences have
not been a problem for me, but a
challenge. •

Rhoda Heisey is a Sunday school teacher
in the Speedwell Heights (PA) congregation.
12
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Every September our small House
Church has to make a few adjustments
in our Christian Education program.
One year we had ten children in first
through seventh grade. We also had a
few toddlers, some infants and two teenagers. That same year we began using
the F o u n d a t i o n Series with only one
teacher who prepared and taught f o u r
separate lessons each week. A one-room
schoolhouse model was adopted to accommodate our unique situation. Assignments were written up ahead of time and
activities were coordinated so that the
teacher could be available to assist each
group of children at specific times. Occasionally a n o t h e r adult or one of the
teenagers provided a helping hand. But,
for the most part, one very gifted w o m a n
carried the weight of our children's
Christian Education p r o g r a m alone.
Gradually some other adults began to
share some of that responsibility and we
now have three teachers serving ten
children.
Last year I taught the three children in
fifth through eighth grade. Another person taught the two teenagers and another took the 3 to 9 year old children.
Each week I prepared two separate lessons and followed the example that had
already been started. I began preparing
by reading each lesson early in the week
and then thinking a b o u t how I could
coordinate them so that I could move
freely between each group. I wrote out
a n assignment for each class and included it in their packet of Sunday school
materials. I was afraid these written
instructions would seem impersonal so I
tried to be creative and humorous in
preparing them. What surprised me
most was that my students seemed to
take more ownership of their work
because their assignments weren't coming directly f r o m me. With their notes in
hand they knew what to expect for that
morning. They had a complete overview
of how they were going to spend their
time, and they became responsible for
getting everything done. When I joined
them I became a student along with
them. Of course I had to give some guidance to what they were doing and
answer questions, but the lessons and
projects really became "their thing," not
mine. I felt fortunate to have such highly
January
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"Sunday school isn't just
'kid's stuff.'"
by Debbie Sisco
motivated students. They had obviously
had good experiences with this method
of teaching and were eager to learn.
Sometimes the 5-6 grade lesson and
the 7-8 grade lesson were so similar that
I combined my two classes and used
ideasTrom both teacher's guides. I was
also able to skip lessons that seem less
suitable for our group since we- occasionally have intergenerational activities
rather than separate Sunday school
classes. My one and only eighth grader
happened to have a gift for cartooning.
So I often had him summarize his lessons by sketching a cartoon version of
the Bible story. He also enjoyed using a
tape recorder so I tried to plan activities
that made use of that device. For example, when he had a lesson on the crossing
of the Red Sea I had him pretend to be
an eyewitness news reporter and give an
up-to-the-minute report on the events
taking place. He went way beyond my
expectations by reporting a very vivid
description complete with sound effects
and a commercial promoting Egyptian
sandals.
This year I had one student in the 5-6
grade level and one in the 7-8 grade.
Rather than prepare a separate lesson
for each child I decided to use the
Grades 7 & 8 materials and try to adapt
them to my sixth grader's interests and
abilities. Earlier I had given them a list
of the different kinds of activities we

Debbie Sisco with the
7th and 8th grade class in
Wilkes-Barre, PA.

have done and new ideas for future sessions. They rated them according to
their preferences and then we discussed
the results. I refer to these lists when I'm
preparing each lesson and try to plan
activities I know my two friends will
enjoy.
In thinking about specific quarters of
the Foundation Series that have been
well suited to our unique situation I
remember Year I, Quarters 1 & 2 in the
5-6 grade series and Year II, Quarter 2 in
the 7-8 grade series to be the most easily
adapted to our small size. I should clarify that I have only used the first three
quarters of Year 2 for both 5-6 and 7-8
grade levels, and I am presently teaching
Year I, Quarter 1 in the 7-8 grade series.
We usually do not use the 4th quarter
materials because we switch to intergenerational meetings over the summer
months.
The 5-6 graders especially enjoyed
baking Arabic bread (and the rest of us
enjoyed sampling it) which was suggested in one lesson f r o m Quarter 1,
Year 2. Another highlight f r o m the same
quarter was a lesson which had us use
the Passover Seder. We invited two
other classes to join us and had a very
special celebration together. I have done
the same for choral readings, skits and
plays. I ask the high school class or some
adults to join us and we all seem to enjoy
to page 11

1981 REVIEW from page 7
Nationally, the Christian book market
continued to boom. While some Christian magazines and newspapers folded,
others bravely entered the fray. The
m a j o r veteran to fall was the Logos
Journal. The Wittenburg Door marked
ten years of satirical service and promised another decade of snappy interviews, typos and Green Weenies. Leadership won the award as the top magazine of the Evangelical Press Association. The tacky tracts and comic books
of anti-Catholic crusader Jack Chick
turned off everybody except the Christian Booksellers Association that said he
could keep his membership.
The m a j o r concern of the Protestant,
R o m a n Catholic and Jewish press associations was the daily battle to hold the
line on postal rates. Despite the threat at
one point that postal rates would double, the associations fought the battle in
Washington and the thousands of periodicals made it through the year without
incurring massive increases. Like death
and taxes, higher rates in 1982 are
certain.

IJIFESTHIES
The American family lifestyle continued to be open to varying pressures
and interpretations. The Congregational
New Right introduced a revised "Family
Protection Act" as a "first step in removing government intrusion f r o m the lives
of American families." The plan proposed 30 specific provisions in the areas
of parental rights, taxation, federallyfunded education, school prayer and
rights of religious institutions. Former
Congressman and New Right "hit list"
victim J o h n Buchanan labeled the measure "a federally enforced system of family l i f e . . . (that) would be more apt to d o
violence to the rights of American citizens than to protect them."
The Assembly of God designated
1981 as the "Year of the Family," and
most other denominations, para-church
organizations and individual religious
leaders and evangelists put heavy stress
on the need to support and reaffirm the
family unit. The biggest problem was to
define "family" in a nation where only
one of every seven families fits the traditional nuclear family definition.
In Washington, Walla Walla sociologist J o h n Scanzoni said his research
showed more and more Christian young
people were taking the situational approach to sexual ethics. He said there is
14

little difference in sexual behavior practiced by people in the Christian church
and the culture as a whole.
In Europe as the year ends thousands
have been massing in anti-nuclear protests. And the Church around the world
has begun to rise up against the escalating arms race and wider deployment of
nuclear weapons. The 1.8 million member United Church of Christ said the
U.S. should work to ban nuclear weapons "even if it has to start by unilaterally disarming." The American Lutheran Church's Consultation on Peacemaking favored "some kind of arms limitation," the line of thinking more in tune
with the Church as a whole.
Peace churches continued to fear the
renewal of the draft and proposed plans
of alternative service. Abortion remained an explosive issue with little common
ground between embittered foes. The
same conservative/fundamentalist forces calling for h u m a n life amendment to
protect the fetus f r o m the moment of
conception also led the way for an
increased military and additional weapons of death, a hypocritical contradiction showing theological fuzziness and
demented rationale.
Futurist T o m Sine told evangelicals
"the party's over." He called for the
church to take the lead toward a simplified lifestyle—"a radical change f r o m
most evangelical Christians' lifestyles."
He claimed we don't need to be worried
about secular humanism because "we've
already been gobbled up by the religion
of America." Meanwhile, First Baptist
Church of Dallas (to pick one of too
many such examples) announced a $300
million development program in downtown Dallas to include two 45-story
office towers.
There were outbursts of anti-semitism
across the country. And the cults took a
licking and kept on ticking. An irate
father led a mass storming of a Moonie
Ranch, but his Moonie daughter was
not impressed. Another young woman
in Massachusetts sued her father for a
cool $1 million for attempting to deprogram her. The government did a little
deprogramming of its own, nailing Rev.
Sun Myung M o o n on a tax evasion
charge.
The Supreme Court kept the Hare
Krishnas in their booths at state fairs.
The pot-smoking members of the Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church left their
joints home but were still indicted in a
Miami court for possession. A Swedish
professor said his country will be fully

secularized by 2000 A.D. And a German
church leader said that before long one
of every four people in the world will be
Muslim.

NEWSMAKERS
P o p e J o h n Paul II recovered f r o m an
assassination attempt and Turkish terrorist Mehmet Ali Agca was convicted
of the s h o o t i n g . . . the daughter of Rep.
Leo J. Ryan, killed at Jonestown, was
following a cult leader in India . . .
former Peoples Temple cultist Larry
Layton was freed after a mistrial in a
case revolving a r o u n d Ryan's death . . .
James Earl Ray, serving 99 years for the
slaying of Martin Luther King, had
reportedly become a C h r i s t i a n . . . M a r k
David C h a p m a n pleaded guilty "on
God's c o m m a n d " to shooting former
Beatle J o h n Lennon, and Chapman's
minister called him "a very compassionate individual" and helped raise f u n d s
for his defense . . . .
Hunger strikers, churchmen, government officials, British soldiers and innocent bystanders died in Northern Ireland's unholy war . . . Philip Berrigan
and seven others in the Plowshares 8
were found guilty of breaking into a
General Electric plant and p o u r i n g
blood on nuclear weapons components
and documents . . . church members
were a m o n g the black children slain in
Atlanta . . . .
Anti-abortionist Dr. C. Everett Koop,
favored son of the Rights, became Surgeon General after a long struggle . . .
Eldridge Cleaver was quoted as saying
he wanted to become a M o r m o n , but
that was last week . . . a flap over f u n d s
in Chicago involving Cardinal J o h n
Cody and an elderly widow led the
Catholic church in t u r m o i l . . . defrocked
Seventh Day Adventist pastor Walter
Rea accused Adventist pioneer Ellen G.
White of plagiarism, literary piracy and
copyright infringement, but church officials assured the flock that the good
woman was clean . . . .
The P T L rollercoaster sped on with
Oral Roberts, Lester Sumrall, Jimmy
Swaggert, K e n n e t h Hagin, Jr., and
other charismatic leaders bailing out
Jim Bakker, who said the gifts came in
the wake of "terribly threatening reality"
. . . Roberts dedicated his City of Faith
Hospital . . . in California, Rev. J o h n
Mac Arthur Jr., beat an unprecedented
"clergy malpractice" rap following the
suicide of a young man his church had
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been counseling . . . Bishop James
Edward Walsh, the last Christian missionary to serve in China, died at age 90
Inter-Varsity's J o h n Alexander stepped up f r o m president to president emeritus . . . Sweden's Jarl Wahlstrom was
elected General of the Salvation Army
. . . Waldron Scott resigned as General
Secretary of the Executive Council of
the World Evangelization Fellowship...
J e b M a g r u d e r got his divinity degree at
P r i n c e t o n . . . Charles Manson's followerbecome-Christian S u s a n Atkins was
married in prison.
The controversial Christian Yellow
Pages lost in court and its publishers
pledged to stop their discriminatory
practices against non-Christians . . . the
a r k of the covenant was the subject of a
popular movie and the Shroud of Turin
the subject of continued s p e c u l a t i o n . . .
Religious R o u n d t a b l e accused the N C C
of trying to produce a "non-sexist" Bible
and a reported response was "God said
she didn't c a r e . " . . . the repugnant Berlin
wall turned 20 . . . Charles Colson and
Prison Fellowship hammered away at
what few Christians really wanted to
hear about or deal with, prison failure
a n d needed reform . . . Bible scholar/
historian Martin Marty pricked the
baloon of one of the Religious Rights'
favorite bogeymen, "secular humanism,"
by c o m m e n t i n g on the so-called
"humanist conspiracy"—"I have seen
graffiti that have had more influence
than the Humanist Manifestoes" . . . .
A n 81-year-old grandmother in New
York state led a drive to rid a high
school of its Red Devil mascot because
she said the students were "worshipping
Satan by showing school spirit" . . . a
report f r o m Yugoslavia on the "miracle
of Citluk" said the M a d o n n a had appeared t o a g r o u p of children in that t o w n . . .
Richard Tarr of Tucson set several dates
for the rapture of its family and followers, but, at last report, had settled in for
the winter . . . France's " M a d M o n k "
hijacked an Irish jetliner to let the world
k n o w that he knows the mysterious
"third secret of Fatima," which was
revealed to him after he punched out a
superior and was booted f r o m a Catholic
order in Rome.
Sister M a r y Raphael entered a monastery in Mobile, Ala., as a young
w o m a n . She emerged this year to visit
her hospitalized brother. It was her first
time out in society in forty-seven years.
You picked the wrong year, Sister
Mary.
January
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Wondering quietly about the future
Bishop Don Shafer's November newsletter for the Midwest and Pacific
Conferences came while I was making plans for this first Visitor of 1982.
His opening remarks (reflecting on the days after hearing his doctor's
diagnosis: cancer of the vocal cords) seemed appropriate for us all, as we
face a year of unknown dimensions. They are reprinted here with Don's
permission.
G
It took me a little while to find the song, since tunes and titles don't
always flash together in my mind. Also, it was a song that is not in our
current hymnal. I found it in our earlier hymnal, Spiritual Songs and
Hymns. Maybe because that hymnal was printed about the time I was born
and most of my life we sang f r o m that book, the words kept coming to my
mind, "In the night season and all the day long."
It was probably also due to the fact that during the past m o n t h I have
faced some times when you wonder quietly about the future. My wife and
family have been most supportive, friends have been special and kind, the
doctors and professional health people have attempted to be positive and
reassuring. But once you know you have cancer, it is a burden you
ultimately carry "in the night season and all the day long."
I wanted to see what preceded those words, since I correctly recalled
them as the closing words of the refrain. The title of the hymn is "God
Leads Us Along," and the first verse goes like this:
In shady green pastures, so rich and so sweet,
God leads His dear children along;
Where the water's cool flow bathes the weary one's feet,
God leads His dear children along.
The writer includes other lines, such as:
Sometimes on the mount where the sun shines so bright,
Sometimes in the valley in the darkest of night. . .
Tho' sorrows befall us, and Satan oppose,
Through grace we can conquer, defeat all our foes . . .
Away from the mire, and away from the clay,
Away up in glory, eternity's day,
God leads His dear children along.
And the refrain:
Some through the waters, some through the flood,
Some through the fire, but all through the blood;
Some through great sorrow, but God gives a song;
In the night season and all the day long.
It really is a gift of grace to know that God gives a song, regardless of
what comes our way. At this point I'm not really sure about the next
months. The prognosis is good.
I've become more sensitive about others who carry burdens far greater
than mine. And I see how easy it is to assume God's leading. He w/7/be with
us, and that's the glue that holds all else together "in the night season and all
the day long." Some of you have shared burdens and decisions that are
heavy to bear. Some of them you carry in a personal and private way. Be
assured with me that "God leads His dear children along, in the night
season and all the day long."
—Bishop D o n Shafer

Since this writing, Don has completed a series of radiation therapy treatments
and is beginning to resume his schedule of church responsibilities.
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A benediction
full of promise
by Jerel Book
Paul closes the third chapter of Ephesians with a benediction that is full of
promise. " N o w u n t o him that is able to
do exceeding abundantly above all that
we ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in
the church by Christ Jesus throughout
all ages, world without end. Amen."
Earlier in this chapter Paul informs the
church that he is praying for them. Now
he speaks of the faith which attends his
prayer.
In verses 14 and 16 Paul has said:
" F o r this cause I bow my knees u n t o the
F a t h e r . . . that he would grant you,
according to the riches of his glory, to be
strengthened with might by his Spirit in
the inner m a n
" N o w in his benediction he makes reference to the "power
that worketh in us," indicating he has
experienced this great power of God
which he longs to see fully operate in the
church. Because he himself has been so
blessed, he prays that the church will
also be so blessed, experiencing this
strength and knowing the joy of the
Spirit's power.
Earlier in chapter three he had given
further testimony to his own experience,
saying in verse 7: "Whereof I was made a
minister, according to the gift of the
grace of God given u n t o me by the effectual working of his power."
Paul expresses great hope for the
church, believing that God will hear his
prayer and that God "is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think."
When Spirit-filled and anointed men
and women exercise their faith in God
by bowing their knees in prayer for the
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church, great things will happen. It is
important to express our faith in God
and in each other. Prayer accomplishes
much! Paul's vision for the church was a
wonderful vision: a church strengthened
with God's might "in the inner man."
We live in a day when physical exercise has a high priority. A good appearance, the right clothes, the most up-todate hairstyles seem to be very important
to many. The church is concerned today
that the world will not point their finger,
saying they are out-of-date or not in
touch with real people. These are good
concerns. But may we not forget the
importance of the "inner man." All outward grooming will have little effect
unless God's Spirit touches the inner
man with power.
Paul precedes this benediction with
three benefits of being strengthened
within by the power of God. In verse 17a
it is "that Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith." One need not stretch
the truth to see that faith "comes by
hearing . . . the word." Christ is the
Word and Christ is seen in the Word. A
proper relationship with God must include a faith grounded in the Word
revealing Christ. It ought to include time
in the Word so that Christ will be present daily to "dwell" in our hearts.
The second benefit is also found in
verse 17 and continues in verse 18: "That
ye being rooted and grounded in love,
may be able to comprehend with all
saints" the greatness of God's plan for
the church which is based on his love for
the world. Surely Paul is thinking here
of the mystery mentioned earlier (verses
3-6) which basically was "that the Gen-

tiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the
same body, and partakers of his promise
in Christ by the gospel." What a benefit
to the church when it is so grounded in
God's love that it comprehends God's
plan and hope for the world. A church
reaching others for Christ is a happy
fellowship.
The third benefit is in verse 19. Knowing the love of Christ "which passeth
knowledge, that ye might be filled with
all the fulness of God" is how Paul puts
it. Now how can you know something
that "passeth kowledge"? Paul is speaking here of experiencing the love of
Christ. What a blessing it is to experience the same love that God has for the
world directed toward the church (toward "me"). Paul says that this knowing
of the love of Christ is the filling "with all
the fulness of God." A church that prays
for one another to find their "inner
strength" and then experiences the Spirit's power will be more and more blessed
by Christ's love.
And these three benefits add up to a
fourth one. This church will experience
"glory." Paul said in the last words of
this chapter: "Unto him be glory in the
church by Christ J e s u s . . . ." Certainly
this glory will be the very pleasure of
Christ blessing and encouraging the fellowship. It will be the glorious Christ
loving, a love that is being actively
expressed toward one another.
This is the church we must pray for.
This is the church we should be thankful
for. Christ in the mighty power of his
Spirit moved Paul to express this benediction that is so full of promise. The
promise is better seen in the light of the
benefits Paul is hoping to see in the
c h u r c h as he p r a y s f o r this i n n e r
strength. And the promise includes a
forward look. " U n t o him be glory in the
church by Christ Jesus throughout all
ages, world without end. Amen."
The new year, 1982, is included in this
forward look. Certainly this is a benediction full of promise! •
Jerel Book is pastor of the Mt. Pleasant
(PA) congregation.
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